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Gingrich Fires Back 
At Ethics Detractors 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) 
yesterday dismissed ethics complaints filed 
against him as partisan and “spurious,” 
while the House ethics committee met later 
in the day to plan its review of the charges. 

Former representative Ben Jones, a 
Democrat whom Gingrich defeated in No- 
vember, has charged that the speaker im- 
properly used his political committee to fi- 
nance a college course he teaches in 
Georgia and also negotiated royalties for his 
proposed book with HarperCollins that ex- 
ceed “the usual and customary value." 

hi a separate complaint, consumer advo- 
cate Ralph Nader has alleged that a unpaid 
political consultant performed official duties 
in Gingrich’s office in violation of House 
rules. 

Ethics Chairwoman Nancy L. Johnson (R- 
Conn.) pledged following an afternoon 
meeting of the Committee on Standards of 
Official Conduct that the panel’s 10 mem- 
bers would review the complaint against 
Gingrich “with thoroughness and care,” be- 
ginning next week. 

“We have a serious responsibility here. 
We're going to carry it out thoroughly,” 
Johnson told reporters. She said that com- 
mittee members had “discussed how we’re 
going ... to go through the details of the 
complaint and the details of the attendant 
materials ” 

Gingrich told reporters that he has not 
made any official responses to the com- 
plaints because the ethics committee has 
not asked for any. “There is no reason to 
respond to them,” he said. “My defeated op- 
ponent, various embittered Democrats, var- 
ious folks who ideologically disagree with 


me have each come up with spurious charg- 
es.” 

Gingrich predicted it would become “fair- 
ly expensive” for taxpayers to “let the Dem- 
ocrats play games with the ethics process." 

— Kenneth J. Cooper 

Property Proposal Revised 

■ House Republicans yesterday rolled back 
their proposal to protect private property 
rights from government regulation after 
GOP moderates complained the original 
version could cause “endless litigation” and 
“undeterminable” government expenditures. 

Under the GOP “Contract With America,” 
landowners whose property lost 10 percent 
or more of its value because of federal regu- 
lation were entitled to compensation from 
the government and could file lawsuits to 
recover their loss. The original bill covered 
any “final agency action” that reduced prop- 
erty values. 

The revised version, which the House Ju- 
diciary Committee is scheduled to consider 
today, would require government compen- 
sation only in cases of lost property value of 
more than one-third as a result of the En- 
dangered Species Act and wetlands protec- 
tion under the Clean Water Act. “That’s 
where we believe most of the problems 
are,” a committee aide said. 

A group of 15 Republican moderates 
wrote Judiciary Chairman Henry J. Hyde (R- 
Bl.) to say that they found it difficult “to jus- 
tify the creation of a new entitlement pro- 
gram whose potential costs are unknown 
and undeterminable” and “could lead to end- 
less litigation.” 

The group included Johnson, Internation- 
al Relations Chairman Benjamin A. Gilman 
(N.Y.) and Rep. Constance A. Morelia 
(Md.). On a straight party-line vote, 13 GOP 


defectors could give minority Democrats a 
victory. 

The revisions did not satisfy some outside 
opponents. “The legislation has gone from 
worst to bad. It’s still a budget-busting full 
employment act for bureaucrats and law- 
yers,” said Mike Casey, spokesman for the 
American Community Protection Associa- 
tion. 

— Kenneth J. Cooper 

Cabinet Merger Suggested 

■ One day after freshmen House Republi- 
cans proposed doing away with four federal 
agencies, including the Education Depart- 
ment, another Republican proposed merg- 
ing it with the Labor Department instead. 

A merger would end duplications among 
the government’s education and job-training 
programs, saving $21 billion over five years. 
Rep. Steve Gunderson (R-Wis.) said yester- 
day. Lamenting a bureaucracy so muddled 
his office couldn’t find out how many people 
work at each agency, Gunderson said the re- 
sult is “unfortunately for the consumer, ab- 
solute chaos.” 

Rep. William F. Goodling (R-Pa.), chair- 
man of the House Economic and Educational 
Opportunity Committee, said a merger 
would be better because the federal govern- 
ment has a role in education — providing re- 
search and guidance to schools, and guaran- 
teeing access to education. He said he would 
hold hearings on the proposal this spring. 

The “Department of Education and Em- 
ployment” would administer all federal edu- 
cation and adult job-training programs, such 
as student loans, as well as workplace safety 
and employment anti-discrimination pro- 
grams. The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission would be eliminated. 

— Associated Press 



